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“Finding a job is quite different from finding one’s vocation, a word having its origin in the 

Latin infinitive vocare, to call, from which comes “vocatio,” meaning bidding or invitation. It 

implies a summoning voice which comes from above one, and at the same time sounds deep 

within one’s being… (1 Sam. 3:3-9) “to begin with he was lying in the sanctuary of Yahweh 

where the ark of God was, when Yahweh called, ‘Samuel, Samuel! He answered, ‘Here I am.’ 

Then he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here am I since you called me.” Eli said, ‘I did not call. Go back 

and lie down. So, he went and lay down. Once again Yahweh called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel 

got up and went to Eli and said, here I am, since you called.me,’ Eli then understood that it was 

Yahweh who was calling the boy, and she said to Samuel, ‘Go and lie down, and if someone calls 

say, ‘Speak, Yahweh, your servant is listening.’ So, Samuel went and lay down in his place” 

“Speak Yahweh, your servant is listening.” Yahweh spoke then and Samuel caught a vision of 

the future.”1 

“To hear and discern the voice of God, one has to be in a state of attention with one’s ear turned 

inward.”2 

 

My Faith History 

 My mother and grandmother used to tell me of the battle grandma had with God over 

when I would enter this world. From the very beginning before my sparkling light came into this 

world, you see, I was supposed to be born on October 31, 1962. My grandmother told mommy 

that she would not have her grandchild be born on the devil’s holiday (Halloween). So, it was 

then my grandma prayed earnestly and had a few words with God. Whether it sounds funny to 

you, I assure you it was not a laughing matter to my grandma. In the book of Psalms 139: 13-14 

David wrote, “13. For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my 

mother’s womb. 14. I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;” I was born on 

November 7, 1962. You know I have heard that seven was the perfect number. Not that I was 

perfect, quite different from it.  

 
1. Elizabeth O’Connor Cry Pain, Cry Hope: A guide to the Dimensions of Call, (USA), The Potters House 

Book service, 2002, 81. 

2.  Elizabeth O’Connor Cry Pain, Cry Hope: A guide to the Dimensions of Call, (USA), The Potters House 

Book service, 2002, 80. 
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 As a boy I spent countless hours with Grandma Board (paternal grandmother), learning 

about caring for our world. There were hours we spent picking up bottles and cans for recycling. 

The money was always placed on the offering plate or put towards youth projects. While 

collecting those bottles and cans I learned how to talk to people in our community about Jesus. 

We always made sure to invite the folks to church on Sunday morning. “Bring your whole 

family,” Grandma would say.  

 Between both my grandmas I was guaranteed to hear a good Bible story on Sunday and 

was always involved in the youth activities throughout the week. Whether it was at The 

Salvation Army with Grandma Board, or Maplewood Church of the Nazarene with Grandma 

Tincher I learned about the amazing Love of Jesus.  

 Having been in church a lot I was made aware of God’s calling, and it was at the age of 

fourteen that I received mine. In an Evangelistic service at The Salvation Army, the minister 

came down off the platform and came right to me. He said, “Son, I feel that God is speaking to 

you, and it has been about giving your life to ministry,” I said, “Yes sir, God has.” So, the 

minister took me by the hand and led me to the front of the chapel where I knelt and officially 

said “Yes” to answer my call. You see that God, in that still small voice, with the deepest of 

urgency said to me, “There are people that still need to hear the Word. There is still lots of work 

to be done. Will you?” And I answered the call, and said, “Yes.” and “Wherever you want me to 

go, whatever it is that you want me to do, I will do it!” 

 Fast forward to the year 1981, I graduated from Kenton Ridge High School and that 

summer would be the preparation for me to go to seminary. In August of 1982, I was off to The 

School for Officer Training in Suffern, New York’s Seminary. I was 19 years old and what 

should have been my time for learning about life and attending undergraduate college. I began 
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my learning to be a minister and do God’s work. When I was being called to ministry, I had no 

idea how my life would suddenly change. I had moved at least 8 hours from home and to a place 

with different people.  

This was going to be a different animal to me. Just how was I going to make it through 

Seminary? How would I make it on my own? I was from a split family, always hearing, that you 

will just have to get a job in the factory, here in town, and do just like everyone else. Well, I 

prayed to God for help. I just wanted to prove everyone wrong. I could do it. It was a struggle, 

yes, I had to give more than my 100%.  

Let us fast forward to May of 1984. One month before graduation and The Salvation 

Army Commissioning. While others were preparing for major changes in their lives, I was still 

worried about being able to graduate. I had one paper to write that could make or break me, in 

church history! I kept on going and all the while God was seeing me through the rough stuff. I 

completed the paper and passed. I would graduate and go on to be a minister in The Salvation 

Army. My family was so proud, and they came to see my Commissioning and Ordination. God 

had indeed kept God’s Word. I always relied on my favorite Scripture Verse, Isaiah 40:31 “Yet 

those who wait on the Lord will gain new strength; they will mount up with wings like eagles, 

they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not become weary.”  I was waiting on God to 

show me the way, I was doing the best I could. When I finally graduated and was ordained, I felt 

that new strength, I felt like I had been granted wings for flight. The struggle was not over. 

Deaths were occurring in my family, and I was feeling homesick. I was still single! “God, when 

are you going to send me a mate?” (Oh Yeah!) What was I going to do with the elephant in the 

room? Yes, I still had not told anyone about my sexual orientation. I was still trying to rely on 

God just like Isaiah 40:31 said. The Salvation Army would not let me be who I was. My family 
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kept pushing and prodding me about when was I going to find a girl to get married to and settle 

down? 

 Fast-forwarding to 1986, I was sent to Columbus, Ohio. It was close to home, and I 

would see family at different church events. While at my assignment as an assistant in 

Columbus, I was reacquainted with a woman that I had worked with at Camp. Becky was her 

name, and she was just as I remembered tall and beautiful. Her Aunt was my secretary, imagine 

that! I was trying desperately to do what everyone said I should do, (the “right” thing). I put my 

personal feelings aside and began dating her. We had dated for a brief time, then her best friend 

took me aside and asked when I was going to ask her to marry me? I had not thought about that 

part. I just wanted the dating thing to get people off my back. Ok, so not thinking things through, 

I asked her to marry me. Oh yes, what about The Salvation Army? What about, oh yes, I was 

gay! I thought “I’ll cross that path when I come to it.” Well, we got married and I left The 

Salvation Army. We took a church in Northeastern Ohio in the rural area known as Millersburg. 

It was great, but I felt like something was missing; well, there were two things. I was now 

married to a woman. I still wanted to get my undergraduate degree in music education. It was 

something to fall back on just in case. We moved to Nicholasville, KY where I began to attend 

Asbury College. God knew what was happening, and that next year was very rough. At the end 

of my first year of college, she asked for a divorce! Ouch! Yes, and nowhere for me to go at the 

college. I had to drop out of Asbury and move back to Springfield, OH. There it went, my second 

goal was down the tubes.  

 It had been a little while and I had come to terms with my sexual orientation, Still, I cried 

to God, “Am I supposed to spend the rest of my life unhappy and alone?” God heard my cry and 

still reminded me of Isaiah 40:31, “Yet those who wait on the Lord will gain new strength…” 
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It was not long, and I met the person of my dreams! He would become my best friend, my 

everything. I made him aware of my calling, dreams, and aspirations. He always told me he 

supported me 100% with whatever I was doing. God had provided the mate I had been looking 

for in my life. His name is Danny Frost. God gave me a partner to walk through life with. Now, 

what about my calling? What would I do? Danny was raised Catholic. God surely would not 

bring me this far and not finish the deal, and I would stay true to God’s Word. There would be 

lots of days of searching and asking questions of God. There came a point when I wanted what 

everyone else had. I wanted to get married to the love of my life. It took long enough to get here. 

When The Supreme Court finally made a ruling to allow gay couples to get married, we were on 

it. On May 14th, 2016, I married my best friend, the love of my life, and now my life partner. 

 At this point we fast forward to 2017, I had been searching for a church/denomination to 

call home. I wanted to be accepted. I Googled churches that were accepting of the LGBTQIA+ 

community. Lo and behold I was directed to the First United Church of Christ in Springfield, 

Ohio. I walked in alone on a Sunday morning, as Danny had said, “You go, and if you like it, I 

will go with you the next time.” The welcome at First Church was unlike anywhere I had ever 

been. The people treated me like they had known me all my life. One of the ladies said to me, 

“Rusty, the next time you come you bring your wife; I saw the ring!” Without skipping a beat, I 

said, “Husband,” and she quickly said, without skipping a beat, “Well you can bring him too.” I 

knew at that point this was where God had directed me for a reason. Danny came with me two 

weeks later and that was the beginning of one beautiful relationship, and the start of what has 

become an amazing “Journey of Love, Acceptance, and Stretching (Learning).” A time that I 

thought would be quick and painless turned into an amazing process of deep and meaningful 
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readjustment in my theological journey. One of the most powerful adjustments was that I had 

discovered a new enriching Scripture to grow with:  

 

 

Micah 6:6-8 NRSV  

What God Requires 

6. “With what shall I come before the Lord 

And bow myself before God on high? 

Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 

With calves a year old? 

7. Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 

with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 

The fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 

8. He has told you, O mortal, what is good. 

And what does the Lord require of you 

But to do justice, to love kindness, 

And to walk humbly with your God? 

 

Part One: Theological Perspectives 

 I believe in God. God is the reason we all exist. God is infinite, unlimited in God’s 

nature. God is personal, we can have a relationship with God. God is diverse: God is He; God is 

She. God is everything wonderful. God is the Light out of the darkness. God is my rainbow brick 

road, an adventure through the world, seeing and meeting new people. 

I believe there are three distinct Persons of God! God the Father and more than just 

Father (as Scripture says) is the parent of Jesus Christ, God’s beloved, and amazing Son. God is 
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the Creator of all-natural things. God the Son (Jesus Christ) comes to this Earth in the form of a 

human to give us an example to live by and enables us to have a relationship with God. Jesus is 

the Redeemer of all humankind. Jesus is God’s ultimate sacrifice for the people of the world. 

Jesus died and rose again. (Isaiah 53:3-12, Prophecy of The coming Messiah, John 19:28-37) 

Jesus conquered sin and death so that we would not have to. We are saved from sin! God’s Holy 

Spirit is given to us as help and guides us for a living (1Cor. 2:4-5, 9-10) The Holy Spirit helps 

us keep in covenant with our creator God and our neighbor. 

 God is the wonderful and majestic Creator of this place we call the universe. The world 

was created in the beginning for good and right. God is Omnipotent, all-powerful, and the 

supreme power, God has no physical limitations like humankind. God is Omniscient, all-

knowing, and aware of yesterday today, and tomorrow. However, I do not believe that God uses 

our mistakes against us. I do not believe in the God who sits in the clouds and points out our 

mistakes. My God is not vengeful. My God is loving and caring for all. God is Omnipresent, 

being everywhere and anywhere at the same  

time. God’s presence encompasses the entire universe. There is no location that God cannot 

inhabit. 

 I am still working on my full understanding of the afterlife. I believe in a place that was 

told to me in Scripture (Revelation 21:21b …And the street of the city was pure gold, like 

transparent glass.”)  that is filled with streets paved with gold and has big immaculate rooms 

(John 14: 2 “In my father’s house are many dwelling places….”). It has always been something 

for me to look forward to and to help others to understand the concept of Heaven as well. I was 

taught of a place that was hotter than any fire you could feel, and that it was the place for those 

that went against the will of God. As my theological journey continues, I realize that we can be a 
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part of those here. Every day can be Heaven or Hell on Earth. God’s Holy Spirit walks with us 

every step of the way. It is up to us to follow and continue Her leading. I believe in 

sanctification, by our continued living in covenant with our Triune God. Living in fellowship 

with others and with continued growth, stretching, and learning, I am always open to the moving 

of God’s spirit in my life. 

We are called to be The Church. (I Cor. 12: 27-31) Some of us are called to be leaders 

of the church to minister to God’s people, with the love that is given freely by Jesus, our ultimate 

example. (Matt. 4:18-25) We are all called to live in fellowship with each other and share the 

Love of Jesus to bring others into the understanding of that great Love. It is of utmost importance 

that we love God, love our neighbors, and love ourselves. Others are called to carry on, laity at 

its finest. Churches do not function on their own. Some of the best folks are called to lay 

positions in the Church and that is important.  

 

Part Two: Understanding the history, polity, and practice of the United Church of Christ 

The History of the United Church of Christ is deeper than most congregants realize. Most 

know of the important date of June 25, 1957, when four streams (denominations) merged to 

become one: Congregational, Christian, Evangelical, and Reformed Churches. Before that, in 

1931 the Congregational and Christian churches had joined together. In 1934 the German 

Reformed Church and the Evangelical Synod of North America merged and adopted the 

Heidelberg Catechism. Concisely, the reason for leaving their homelands was because of the 

oppression by the Roman Catholic Church and their government. The Congregational Church 

came about because of the theological and organizational ideas of the Methodist, Presbyterian, 
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and Baptist churches in that era. The Christian Church was mostly about believing in Jesus as the 

head of the Universal Church. The Reformed Church (German and Hungarian Christians) was 

more about the Eucharist: it was who could take part in coming to the Communion table. The 

Evangelicals were Armenian Christians who first gave women the right to be deacons. A lot of 

the bickering was more about the differences between high and low churches. During my 

digging into the history of the UCC and while I was participating in Ancestry.com, my family 

was a part of the German emigrants, and my Great (x8) Grandfather was a minister who was a 

part of the German Reformed Church.  

The Christian strand said it all just by the name; The Reformed strand said that we are 

all under the authority of One God, we are justified by faith, we belong to the priesthood of all 

believers, and we share in the celebration of two sacraments: Baptism and Communion 

(Eucharist). The Congregational strand is the who and what we are: it represents us in the 

present. Our polity is of Congregational Churches: we are in true covenant with God, given 

through Jesus Christ, and comes about through God’s Holy Spirit. We vary in many ways but 

have one Covenant and that is with God. The Evangelical strand was all about proclaiming the 

Gospel (Scripture). Sola Scriptura was termed, meaning the Bible is our only infallible source of 

authority for Christian faith and practice. 

As all four denominations merged it is understood that the UCC is “United and Uniting.” 

The United Church of Christ is all about the autonomy of our local churches. The United Church 

of Christ is theologically liberal however, we have conservative congregations. We are free to 

believe and act according to what we perceive is the will of God for us. We pride ourselves in 

ministering for justice and peace with all, to all, and for all. We not only believe that “No matter 

where you are on life’s journey, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE,” and we practice this in our 
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everyday living and example to our communities. The Four strains that made up what we know 

as the United Church of Christ were Euro-American bodies before the 1975 merger. After the 

merger, others continued to join the Denomination like the African, Asian, and Latin bodies.  

In the last five years, I have found it interesting as I have spoken to a select group of our 

congregation at First UCC Springfield, about the differences between where they all came from 

and where they are now. The common denominator comes back to our Covenant with God to 

love and show God’s Love in our communities and the world. I appreciate and love the United 

Church of Christ because I am accepted for being me. No matter what I look like, no matter what 

I wear, NO MATTER WHO I LOVE, I AM NOT ONLY WELCOME BUT, AFFIRMED! I do 

not have to be anything other than MYSELF.  

The United Church of Christ itself is a Church of many FIRSTS!  

Key to Colors: the diversity of these firsts: 

African American firsts in red. 

LGBTQ firsts in pink. 

A Church of Firsts! 

1620 Pilgrims sought spiritual freedom 

1700 the early stand against Slavery 

1730 The Great Awakening 

1773 first published by African American Poet- Phillis Wheatley 

1785-First Ordained African American Pastor-Lemuel Haynes 

1798-James O’Kelly one of the first founders of “Christians” seeking liberty of conscience, 

apposed Authoritarian Church Government 

1810- First foreign Missionaries to India, group of five. 

1817- First School for the Deaf. Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet 



 

12 
 

1839-Abolitionist movement, Africans became free after ruling by Supreme Court 

1846- Organization of the American Missionary Association- the first anti-slavery society in the 

US with multiracial Leadership. 

1853 First Woman Pastor- Antoinette Brown a Christian Minister. 

1957- The United Church of Christ was formed by the joining the Evangelical and Reformed, 

and the Congregational Christion churches. 

1959-Filing that Airwaves are public property Martin Luther King asked the UCC to intervene. 

1972- Ordination of the First Openly Gay Minister, The Rev. William Johnson, the UCC pushed 

for equality for homosexual citizens. 

1973-Civil Rights activists freed-The Wilmington Ten UCC General Synod raised more than $1 

million to pay their bail. 

1976- First African American Leader Elected-Rev. Joseph H. Evans 

1995- The UCC publishes The New Century Hymnal-the only hymnbook released by a Christian 

church that honors both male and female images of God. 

2005- Marriage Equality-July 4, General Synod overwhelmingly passes a resolution supporting 

same-gender marriage equality.3,4 

 

It is important to include the first information because I am immensely proud of the things that 

my Church has done. It gives me something to talk about when people ask me why I belong to 

this church, aside from the fact that God directed me here. The history and polity of the UCC 

were a lot for me to take on. I did not grow up in this Church. I wanted to feel like I knew the 

information just like anyone else that would have been birthed and raised here. 

 I need to note that with the UCC, other than God’s Direction and call, I have been drawn 

here because of the Church’s stance on Diversity, and the loving inclusion of all to the table. 

“Welcome to God’s Table.” Not only are we welcome here, but we are Affirmed as persons in 

 
3 UCC.org, Polity and History found at https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do/justice-local-church-ministries/local-

church/mesa-ministerial-excellence-support-and-authorization/ucc-history-and-polity-resources/  
4   Hidden Histories in the United Church of Christ, Barbara Brown Zikmund, (USA) United Church Press, 

Cleveland, OH: United Church, Press, 1984, p. 109.  

 

https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do/justice-local-church-ministries/local-church/mesa-ministerial-excellence-support-and-authorization/ucc-history-and-polity-resources/
https://www.ucc.org/what-we-do/justice-local-church-ministries/local-church/mesa-ministerial-excellence-support-and-authorization/ucc-history-and-polity-resources/
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Same-gender relationships. We are approved to be married in Most of our churches because in 

1969 the UCC began advocating for people of the LGBT community. Before that, the UCC 

advocated for the rights of slaves and all people of color. It was also important that the UCC first 

ordained women. Why is all this important? I am called to a community that not only talks, or 

writes about our actions, but we acknowledge and adopt resolutions. Then, we walk the talk the 

journey to bring the Word to all places in the community.  

 

Part Three: How does one’s ordained ministry inform the practice of Ministry? 

I began this paper by talking about my background, and how God called me. I believe 

that everyone is called to minister. In today’s society at any time a person can get on the internet 

and attain a paper that proclaims them to be a minister, not necessarily feeling God’s call, mostly 

for wedding purposes (ie, The Universal life Church). However, I believe in MY CALL!  To be 

Ordained in the United Church of Christ. I believe, Ordination is the process by which 

individuals are consecrated, set apart from being laity to becoming Clergy, and leaders. At that 

point, we are authorized clergy to preside over the Sacraments. To baptize persons of all ages 

and to Serve the Holy Communion are a calling for us, in addition to performing marriage 

ceremonies, funerals, and committals. We then become Official representatives not only of our 

Creator but of the Church known to us as The United Church of Christ. We have in the UCC a 

difference between Licensed Ministry, Local Ministry (Lay Minister), and Ordained Ministry. In 

my prior calling, I do not ever remember God speaking a distinction for my call before, but the 

call has grown to Ordained Ministry. What I do know, is that God has called me to preach and 

teach, and now to include and be a servant in whatever encompasses Word and Sacrament in 

being a minister to God’s people. Having now the understanding that God directed me to the 
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United Church of Christ, and that I have had time to discern my calling, God has led me to serve 

both personally and publicly in this denomination that I call “Home.”  

 In the beginning, as I prepared to meet with the Member in Discernment Board I thought, 

“How difficult could this be?” It has not been difficult; it has been mind-boggling. I cannot 

believe how much I have changed. At the age of fifty-six, I thought to myself, “Do I have what it 

takes? Can I, do it?” I heard so many people say, “Enjoy the Process.” I felt like the process was 

going to be the end of me. It has been everything! I have been stretched and pulled in more ways 

than imaginable. I have learned things about ministry that I was never told about in Seminary. 

Am I worried? Not at all. Am I scared? Absolutely! I think that anyone going into ministry, 

NEED TO HAVE A LITTLE FEAR.  

All my adult life, in one way or another, I have been a part of ministry, and whether it 

was youth ministry or called church ministry it is an auspicious responsibility. For the 

responsibility of the ordained ministry, I have a vision and challenge to social activism, leading 

and serving our community to guide people to see a truly extravagant welcome. “All are 

welcome here; no matter where you are on life’s journey you are welcome here.”  

One of the many challenges that I face in my call to ordained ministry is the age of most 

of our congregants. Our congregations believe in total commitment, and covenant relationships, 

with God, with our neighbors, and with ourselves. Today there is a great challenge to speak with 

and develop our younger generations. Our youth have, in a way, an apathy about God, about 

religion, about Church, stemming from changes in our culture, media, social media, peer 

pressure, and perhaps from family dynamics. For many people, there have been issues that have 

pushed people away from the Church (i.e. Priests in the Catholic church, Evangelists, and 
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negativity of many kinds. I will be involved in addressing these social, emotional, and spiritual 

gaps by continuing to be involved in social activism with youth and adults. 

One of the largest challenges for me I see is the LGBTQIA2+ community. For years 

people of the LGBTQIA2+ community have been told by the church they are not welcome here. 

God does not love you. One of my biggest parts of ministry is to share a small place where folks 

can feel celebrated and welcomed for who God has created them to be. I want all LGBTQIA2+ 

people to know they are welcomed and LOVED, affirmed for who they are, and to heal wounds. 

All ARE WELCOME AT GOD’S TABLE.  Jesus’ ministry was to and for all. As Jesus is our 

example of sharing God’s love and being instrumental in bringing people into a right relationship 

with God. Come as you are and receive God’s Amazing LOVE. I will be involved in bringing 

scripture to persons harmed by the church in Society. 

Part of my call is to empower and uplift the people of this community, I want to be the conduit. I 

want to be a conductor of God’s Love for everyone, but most of all young people of the 

LGBTQIA2+ community who are broken and need to feel that they matter and are fully 

respected. 

I am a lover of all types of music. I would love to reach out with music to reach people 

where they are. I have always heard from the playwright “The Mourning Bride”, “Musick has 

Charms to sooth a savage Breast.” The world has turned ugly in all sorts of ways. It is time to 

bring out the beauty in our communities and our world. I will be involved in bringing Scripture 

to others through music. 
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It does not matter small or large congregations; I want the opportunity to be able to 

minister to people of all levels of society, bringing people to the knowledge of God’s amazing 

grace, passion, Love, and Justice for all. 

In my process as a Member in Discernment, I have been asked to continue in a fuller and 

fuller process. That process has become a guide for me, not just a book but the further 

development of discernment into a larger way of living. In the Manual on Ministry, I was given 

the “marks of faithful and effective authorized ministers in the United Church of Christ”. Each 

Mark is a place card in my life. These marks are means of stretching, learning, growing, and 

contemplation. Every Mark has been fulfilling in that it brought me one step further on my 

life’s journey. Pastor Gale Eastwood always told me to allow room for stretching. That is 

precisely what the Marks did for me. The stretching was that I had to search within myself. In 

many different ways, these Marks brought about questions, answers, tears, and many times 

jubilation. It was wonderfully fulfilling to learn about myself in ways I never thought I would. 

At this point in my process, I am incredibly grateful for the leadership, direction, 

understanding, and commitment of a certain group of people: my friends, my family, my 

Crossroads Clergy Cluster, and most of all my mentors, Rev. Carl Robinson, Rev. Lou Vetri, and 

Rev. Allen Fluent. I especially want to thank my Pastors Rev. Gale Eastwood, Rev. Carol 

Alexander, and Rev. Avery Sledge for their amazing leadership, friendship, and guidance. Best 

of all It is my prayer that God will grant me the ability to be myself, but I always keep in mind 

that I was taught by the best: my dad. He taught me from the beginning to love God with all my 

heart, soul, and mind.  

 As Isaiah 40:31 still says, “Yet those who wait on the Lord will gain new strength; they 

will mount up with wings like eagles, they will run and not get tired, they will walk and not 
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become weary.” Because I waited on God, not necessarily patiently, but regardless I waited, I 

have gained new strength and with God’s help I will soar with new wings into that call of 

“Ordained Ministry in The United Church of Christ.” I pray that I will soon be able to begin this 

in a renewed Covenant with my Creator, my Church, and myself.  

“God is Good all the time, and all the time God is Good” 

 

Micah 6:8. He has told you, O man what is good. 

And what does the Lord require of you 

But to do justice, to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God? 
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